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State and Federal Monies Fund Special 
Education (SPED)

 Federal funding is authorized by the Individuals With 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
• provides formula funding through age 21
• Arizona receives approximately $225 million 
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State and Federal Monies Fund Special 
Education (SPED)

 Federal funding is authorized by the Individuals With 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
• provides formula funding through age 21
• Arizona receives approximately $225 million 

 State funding is from Basic State Aid (BSA) and 
Special Education Fund
• BSA provides about $1 billion for SPED (state & local $) 

• Special Education Fund provides $36 million (GF only)
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State Formula Funding Is Based on Student 
Counts and Weights

 Arizona has about 1.1 million unweighted Average 
Daily Membership (ADM) students
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State Formula Funding Is Based on Student 
Counts and Weights

 Arizona has about 1.1 million unweighted Average 
Daily Membership (ADM) students

Weighted ADM ≈ 1.5 million (36% higher)
• all students receive a Group A weight for SPED

- generate about $600 million 
• specific students also receive Group B weights

- generate $400+ million
Weighted ADM X base level = Base Support Level 
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Group A and B Weights Are Established in 
A.R.S. § 15-943

 Group A weights for special education: 
• Preschool = 0.450
• K-8 = 0.158
• 9-12 = 0.105
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Group A and B Weights Are Established in 
A.R.S. § 15-943

 Group A weights for special education: 
• Preschool = 0.450
• K-8 = 0.158
• 9-12 = 0.105

 Group B weights for special education (examples): 
• Hearing Impaired (HI) = 4.771
• Visually Impaired (VI) = 4.806
• “MD-SSI” = 7.947
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Group A and B Categories Are Defined in 
A.R.S. § 15-901

 "Group A" means educational programs for career 
exploration, a specific learning disability, an 
emotional disability, a mild intellectual disability, 
remedial education, a speech/language impairment, 
developmental delay, homebound, bilingual, other 
health impairments and gifted pupils.
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Group A and B Categories Are Defined in 
A.R.S. § 15-901

 "Group B" means educational improvements for 
pupils in kindergarten programs and grades one 
through three, educational programs for autism, a 
hearing impairment, a moderate intellectual 
disability, multiple disabilities, multiple disabilities 
with severe sensory impairment… (and other 
categories listed in A.R.S. § 15-943, paragraph 2b)
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Group A and B Categories Are Defined in 
A.R.S. § 15-901

 Sample definitions within Group B: 
• "HI" means programs for pupils with hearing 

impairment
• "VI" means programs for pupils with visual 

impairments
• “MD-SSI" means a program for pupils with 

multiple disabilities with severe sensory 
impairment
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Sample Formula Calculation
- for Hearing Impaired 4th Grader (large district)

1.000 “base” ADM
+ 0.158  Group A weight for SPED 
+ 4.771 Group B weight for HI  

5.929  weighted ADM
X $3,960 per pupil base level (FY 2019)
$23,479   Base Support Level (BSL)
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Sample Formula Calculation
- for Hearing Impaired 4th Grader (large district)

1.000 “base” ADM
+ 0.158  Group A weight for SPED 
+ 4.771 Group B weight for HI  

5.929  weighted ADM
X $3,960 per pupil base level (FY 2019)
$23,479   Base Support Level (BSL)

(BSL not earmarked. Student also receives funding 
for transportation and “additional assistance”)
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