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Program Overview 
The state currently provides immigration enforcement grants to local entities through 2 programs: 1) Gang and 
Immigration Intelligence Team Enforcement Mission (GIITEM), and 2) Border Strike Task Force (BSTF).  The grants 
aid local entities in border security, human trafficking, drug smuggling, gang, and immigration enforcement efforts.  
These grants are allocated by the Department of Public Safety (DPS) with certain grants being subject to JLBC 
review.  The GIITEM program is comprised of 2 line items: 1) The main GIITEM line item, of which a portion is 
allocated for local grants; and 2) The GIITEM Subaccount, of which all the monies are allocated for local grants.  In 
addition, the Border Strike Task Force Local Support line item allocates local grants, which is separate from the 
main BSTF operating spending within DPS. 
 
Background 
 
GIITEM 
The GIITEM line item, which is almost entirely funded from the General Fund, includes grants to the Pima County 
Sheriff's Department and the Pinal County Sheriff's Department.  The line item also includes DPS expenditures in 
support of local grants.  Prior to FY 2018, the GIITEM line item included grants to the Maricopa County Sheriff's 
Office. 
 
GIITEM Subaccount 
The GIITEM Subaccount receives funding from a $4 criminal fee.  The authorizing legislation which provides the 
GIITEM Subaccount its monies does not specify any particular distribution by county.  The Subaccount includes 
grants to the Pima County Sheriff's Department, the Detention Liaison officer program, the Border County Officer 
program, and the Border Security and Law Enforcement program.  These programs operate as follows:  
 
• Detention Liaison Officer program funds detention and correctional officers that serve within jails and state 

prisons to gather intelligence from inmates about illegal activities along the border.   
• The Border County Officer program hires county sheriff deputies and municipal police officers to work as a 

part of the GIITEM Task Force's Border District investigating border-related crimes such as drug trafficking and 
human smuggling.   

• The Border Security and Law Enforcement program consists of monies distributed by DPS to county sheriffs 
and other local law enforcement agencies to fund border security operations, personnel, and safety 
equipment. 
 

Local governments who participate in the Detention Liaison Officer program and the Border County Officer 
program are required by DPS to pay 25% of the payroll costs of the positions.   
 
BSTF Local Support 
Starting in FY 2017, DPS has provided grants through the BSTF Local Support line item to local entities, which 
receives its funding from the General Fund.  The BSTF Local Support includes grants to Cochise County, Pima 
County, Santa Cruz County, and Yuma County.  The agencies receiving the grants hire positions to work with BSTF 
to achieve their mission of targeting drug and human trafficking organizations along the Arizona-Mexico border.  
The participating local law enforcement agencies are responsible for providing a 25% match to these grant monies.  
The grants also reimburse the prosecution and jail costs incurred by local governments as a result of BSTF 
activities. 
 
Program Funding 
Table 1 below provides the DPS GIITEM, GIITEM Subaccount, and BSTF local grant expenditures from FY 2015 
through FY 2021, along with historical data on other immigration grant programs.  For the FY 2021 estimates, the 
numbers reflect the expenditure plan reviewed by the Joint Legislative Budget Committee (JLBC) at its June 24, 
2020 and September 23, 2020 meetings. 

State Immigration Enforcement Assistance to Local Governments 
Department of Public Safety 

Program Summary 
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