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7-YEAR REPORT ON STATUTORY COURT SURCHARGES AND ASSESSMENTS

A.R.S. § 41-1273 requires the Joint Legislative Budget Committee Staff to submit a report to the
Committee by December 1°t every 7 years on the statutory fines, penalties, and forfeitures collected by
the courts. The reporting began in 2019. The report is to include the following:

1. The current amount of each surcharge and assessment collected on every fine, penalty and
forfeiture imposed on criminal offenses, civil traffic violations, violations of local traffic ordinances,
or violations of the Game and Fish statutes.

2. The items for which the collected surcharge or assessment monies are used.

Statute currently imposes surcharges totaling 79.0% and assessments totaling $50.00 per fine. With a
base fine of $100, the 79.0% surcharge would be $79.00, and the assessment would be $50.00.
According to the most recent court data, $70.5 million was collected from these surcharges and
assessments in FY 2025. Attached is a table with detail on each individual surcharge and assessment.

This report only includes the surcharges and assessments charged on all fines, penalties and forfeitures.
As a result, some specific statutory surcharges and assessments are not included. For example, statute
also imposes a $250 DUI assessment on DUI charges.

Please let us know if you have any questions.

ES:kp



Table 1

Current Statutory Court Surcharges and Assessments on Criminal and Civil Fines, Penalties, Forfeitures, Traffic Violations, and Local Ordinances

FY 2025 $

Surcharge/Assessment Amount Collections Revenue Distributions and Uses

Surcharge Based on a Percent of the Base Fine

Criminal Justice Enhancement Fund (CJEF) 42.0% 26,004,528 | 1. 20.81% to the DPS Forensics Fund (A.R.S. § 41-1730).

Surcharge (A.R.S. § 12-116.01A) 2. 3.57% to the DJC for treatment and rehabilitation of youth who have committed drug-
related offenses.

3. 5.18% to the Prosecuting Attorney's Advisory Council Training Fund (A.R.S. § 41-1830.03).

4. 12.38% to the Supreme Court for the purpose of reducing juvenile crime.

5. 10.01% to DPS for the following purposes:

a. To enhance projects that are designed to prevent residential and commercial
burglaries, to control street crime, including the activities of criminal street gangs, and
to locate missing children;

b. To provide support to the Arizona Automated Fingerprint Identification System;

c. Operational costs of the Criminal Justice Information System.

6. 12.38% to the Attorney General for allocation to county attorneys for the purpose of
enhancing prosecutorial efforts.

7. 8.59% to the Supreme Court for the purpose of enhancing the ability of the courts to
process criminal and delinquency cases, orders of protection, injunctions against
harassment and any proceeding relating to domestic violence matters, for auditing and
investigating persons or entities licensed or certified by the supreme court and for
processing judicial discipline cases.

8. 15.06% to the county sheriffs for the purpose of enhancing county jail facilities and
operations, including county jails under the jurisdiction of county jail districts.

9. 3.52% to the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission.

10. 4.34% to the Department of Public Safety Forensics Fund (A.R.S. § 41-1730).

11. 4.16% to the Supreme Court for the purpose of providing drug treatment services to adult
probationers through the Community Punishment Program.

Medical Services Enhancement Fund Surcharge 13.0% 7,911,145 1. 14.2% to the Substance Abuse Services Fund (A.R.S. § 36-2005).

(A.R.S. § 12-116.02A) 2. 48.9% to the Emergency Medical Services Operating Fund (A.R.S. § 36-2218) of which at
least 8.0% shall be used for personnel expenses, education, training and equipment
purchases in cities or towns with a population of less than ninety thousand persons
according to the most recent United States decennial census.

3. 22.0% to the Spinal and Head Injuries Trust Fund (A.R.S. § 41-3203).

4. 9.4% to a separate account of the Substance Abuse Services Fund (A.R.S. § 36-2005) for use

in administering the provisions of section A.R.S. § 36-141.
5.5% to the state General Fund.




FY 2025
Surcharge/Assessment Amount Collections Revenue Distributions and Uses
"Fill the Gap" Surcharge (A.R.S. § 12-116.01B) 7.0% 4,228,763 | 1. 15.44% to the State Aid to County Attorneys Fund (A.R.S. § 11-539).
2. 14.66% to the State Aid to Indigent Defense Fund (A.R.S. § 11-588).
3. 40.97% to the State Aid to the Courts Fund (A.R.S. § 12-102.02).
4. 0.35% to the Attorney General for the processing of criminal cases.
5. 14.29% to the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission for distribution to state, county and
municipal law enforcement full-service forensic crime laboratories.
6. 14.29% to the Supreme Court for allocation to municipal courts.

Forensics Fund Surcharge (A.R.S. § 12-116.01C) 6.0% 5,041,446 | To be deposited into the Department of Public Safety Forensics Fund (A.R.S. § 41-1730) for
quarterly distributions to each full-service crime laboratory based on the proportion of crimes in
each jurisdiction for the prior year according to the Federal Bureau of Investigation's uniform
crime reporting program national incident-based reporting system classification criteria. The
minimum allocation for a political subdivision that provides full-service crime laboratory services
is 4%. Funds shall be used for the following purposes:

1. Purchasing and installing fingerprint identification equipment.

2. Operating, maintaining and administering the Arizona Automated Fingerprint Identification
System and the system's remote terminals.

3. Crime laboratory operations and enhanced services.

4. Educating and training forensic scientists who are regularly employed in a crime laboratory.

5. Purchasing and maintaining scientific equipment for crime laboratory use.

6. Operating and maintaining the Arizona DNA identification system.

Clean Elections Fund Surcharge 10.0% 6,737,906 For costs incurred under the Citizens Clean Elections Act.

(A.R.S. § 16-954A)

Clean Elections Enforcement Surcharge (A.R.S. § 1.0% 725 For deposit into a separate account in the Citizens Clean Elections Fund (A.R.S. § 16-949) for the

16-976) costs of implementing and enforcing campaign media spending laws. The surcharge shall be
suspended for one to three years at a time if the Citizens Clean Elections Commission
determines that, during that period, it can perform the actions required by Title 16, Chapter 2,
Arizona Revised Statutes without the monies from the surcharge.

Surcharge Subtotal 79.0% 549,924,513




FY 2025
Surcharge/Assessment Amount Collections Revenue Distributions and Uses
Flat Dollar Assessment On Each Fine
Probation Assessment $20.00 8,467,921 To be deposited into the Judicial Collections Enhancement Fund (A.R.S. § 12-113) to be used to
(A.R.S. § 12-114.01A) supplement monies currently used for the salaries of adult and juvenile probation and
surveillance officers and for support of programs and services of the superior court adult and
juvenile probation departments.
Additional Assessment $13.00 5,628,010 1. S$8.00 to be transferred to the State Treasurer. Of the amount collected:
(A.R.S. § 12-116.04A) a. $4.00 to be deposited to the Public Safety Equipment Fund (A.R.S. § 41-1723)
b. $4.00 to the assessment in the Gang and Immigration Intelligence Team Enforcement
Mission Border Security and Law Enforcement Subaccount (A.R.S. § 41-1724).

2. $4.00 to the agency that investigated the offense or issued the citation to be used to
supplement, not supplant, monies available for officer safety equipment.

3. $1.00 to the county Justice Courts be used to collect and manage monies assessed or
received by the courts, to improve court automation and to improve case processing or the
administration of justice.

Victims' Rights Penalty Assessment (A.R.S. § 12- $9.00 3,932,612 1. 62.4% to the Victims' Rights Fund (A.R.S. § 41-191.08)
116.08A) 2. 37.6% to the Victim Compensation and Assistance Fund (A.R.S. § 41-2407).
Victims' Rights Enforcement Assessment $4.00 909,200 To the Victims' Rights Enforcement Fund (A.R.S. § 41-1727).
(A.R.S. § 12-116.09A)
Law Enforcement Equipment Fund Assessment $4.00 1,635,070 | To the Law Enforcement Equipment Fund (Laws 2026, Chapter 130 amended A.R.S. § 41-1731,
(A.R.S. § 12-116.10A) changing the name of the fund from the Peace Officer Training Equipment Fund to the Law
Enforcement Equipment Fund).
Assessment Subtotal 5$50.00 520,572,813
Total N/A $70,497,326
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