
At its March 5, 2026 meeting, the Joint Legislative 
Budget Committee considered the following issue: 
 
Regular Agenda 
 
Secretary of State – Review of FY 2026 Special Election 
Expenses Line Item Transfer of $2,490,000 to the 
Operating Budget – Pursuant to an FY 2026 General 
Appropriations Act footnote, the Secretary of State 
(SOS) requested review of a transfer of $2,850,000 
from the Special Election Expenses line item to the 
Operating Budget for 10 specified expenses. The review 
did not include $360,000 requested by the SOS for 
database replacement planning and physical security 
cost reimbursement. The Committee gave a favorable 
review of the transfer, also adopting the following 
provisions: 
A. Starting on April 15th, 2026, and the 15th of every 

month thereafter through December 2026, SOS shall 
submit a report to the JLBC Staff on the previous 
month's expenditures and year-to-date 
expenditures of the monies transferred from the 
Special Election Expenses line item.  

B. Any monies transferred from the Special Election 
Expenses line item may not be used by the Secretary 
of State for contracts with individuals or entities for 
lobbying services.  

C. Any monies transferred from the Special Election 
Expenses line item may not be used for providing 
assistance to groups or individuals for conducting 
voter registration drives or by the Secretary of State 
to conduct voter registration drives.  
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